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Agenda

• What are EU funding opportunities?

• Why participating to EU funding?

• How can I participate?

• Q&A
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Introduction to EU grants
Why participating to EU grants?



Introduction to EU Funds

• Why searching for funds?

– Research needs funds. The higher the ambition (risk) the higher the need for funds

– Connection with research (especially for Programmes that are more research oriented)

– Opportunity to be part of an international network, valuable beyond the EU grant

– International visibility

– Positive funding cycle
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The opportunities of European funding
A jungle of funds



Glossary: the “jargon”

• How would you define the following terms?
– “European project”

– “Work Programs”

– “Call for proposals”

– “Grant”

– “Funding scheme”

• Do you know these bodies?
– EC Directorates (DG Connect, DG Home, DG Move, DG Env, etc.)

– Executive Agencies and Institutional bodies (REA, INEA, ERC, EIC, EIT, etc.)

– Other bodies involving stakeholders (ETP, PPP: BDVA, TPWind, CleanSky JTI, etc.)

• Who are the EU Member states (MS) and the Associated Countries (AC)?
– And what about the rest of the world?

© Fabrizio Amarilli - May 2020



A little bit of the background: European Strategy

Europe 
2020

Innovation
Union

Horizon 
2020

• Europe 2020: Strategy
for Smart, Sustainable, 
and Inclusive growth

• Innovation Union: 
Flagship initiative to 
support research and 
innovation

• Horizon 2020: Strategic 
research framework for 
research and innovation
(2014 – 2020)
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A little bit of the background: Europe 2020 Strategy

• 10 year strategy to make the EU more dynamic and competitive
• Three key drivers: Smart, sustainable and inclusive growth
• Targets include 3% of the EU's GDP should be invested in R&D

• Seven ‘Flagship Initiatives’:
– Innovation Union
– Youth on the move
– A digital agenda for Europe
– Resource efficient Europe
– An industrial policy for the globalisation era
– An agenda for new skills and jobs
– European platform against  poverty
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Why do we need Innovation Union?

Europe’s future is connected to its
power to innovate
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Innovation Union

§ EU-27 Performance in Innovation compared to main
competitors - Innovation

§ What is innovation? “Innovation is the ability of individuals, companie,  
and entire nations to continuously create their desired future”

John Kao, “Innovation Nation” (2007)
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Horizon 2020 at a glance
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Excellent Science

§ European Research Council
§ Frontier research by the best

individual teams

§ Future and Emerging  
Technologies
§ Collaborative research to open  

new fields of innovation

§ Marie Skłodowska Curie actions
§ Opportunities for training and  

career development

§ Research infrastructures
(including e-infrastructure)
§ Ensuring access to world-class  

facilities

Industrial Leadership
§ Leadership in enabling and

industrial technologies
§ ICT, nanotechnologies, materials,  

biotechnology, manufacturing,  
space

§ Access to risk finance
§ Leveraging private finance and  

venture capital for research  
and innovation

§ Innovation in SMEs
§ Fostering all forms of  

innovation in all types of SMEs

Societal Challenges

§ Health, demographic change and  
wellbeing

§ Food security, sustainable  
agriculture, marine and maritime  
research & the bioeconomy

§ Secure, clean and efficient  
energy

§ Smart, green and integrated  
transport

§ Climate action, environment,  
resource efficiency and raw  
materials

§ Inclusive, innovative and  
reflective societies

§ Security society

European Institute of Innovation and Technology (EIT)

Spreading Excellence and Widening Participation

Science with and for society

Joint Research Center (JRC)

EURATOM

European Innovation Council – EIC Pilot
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Rules for participating

• The “3 partners from 3 countries (MS/AC)” rule
– Some Exceptions (e.g. EIC Accelerator Pilot)

• Funding schemes: RIA, IA, CSA, PCP
– Different % of funding according to schemes and type of partner

• Evaluation Criteria:
– Excellence (only evaluation criteria for ERC proposals)
– Impact
– Quality and Efficiency of implementation

• Evaluation Summary Report (ESR) and the relevant role of the Impact
– TRL and the go market approach
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Technology Readiness Level (TRL)
§ The work programmes include information on what TRL should be 

achieved at the end of the project
§ Partly information on what TRL the project should start
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Types of projects (Horizon2020)

• RIA: R&D Projects
– Basic research, applied research, technology development and integration, and testing and 

validation on a small scale prototype in a laboratory or simulated environment
– Funding rate 100%
– TRL: 1 – 5/6 + clinical tirals in phases 1 and 3

• IA: Close to market projects
– Prototyping, testing, demonstrating, piloting, large-scale product validation and market 

replication
– Funding rate 70/100%
– TRL: 6 to 7/8 or 9
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Priority 1. Excellent Science

• Why?
– World class science is the foundation of tomorrow’s

technologies, jobs and well being
– Europe needs to develop, attract and retain research talent
– Researchers need access to the best infrastructures

• How?
– Bottom-up (“any topic goes”) 
– Top down for research infrastructures
– Excellence-driven project
– Funding for 

• Individual teams, 
• Starting researchers to make the 

transition to independence
• New ways of working with potential to 

create breakthrough results
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Excellent Science

• European Research Council
(ERC)
• Frontier research by best 

individual teams
• Future and Emerging

Technologies (FET)
• Collaborative research to 

open new fields of 
innovation

• Marie Sklodowska Curie 
Actions
• Opportunities for training 

and career development
• Research Infrastructures

(including e-
infrastructures)
• Ensuring access to world-

class facilities



Innovative 
Training 

Networks 
(ITN)

Individual 
Fellowships

(IF)

R&I Staff 
Exchange 

(RISE)

COFUND

Doctoral and initial training of researchers proposed by international 
networks of organisations from public and private sectors

Individual fellowships for most promising experienced researchers to 
develop their skills through international or inter-sector mobility

International and inter-sector cooperation through the exchange of 
research and innovation staff

Co-funding of regional, national and international programmes

Marie Curie Actions (MSCA)
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MSCA Features

§ Bottom-up approach 

§ Mobility, both trans-national and inter-sectoral 
§ Opening research careers at European and International level 

§ Enhanced business-academia collaboration and staff exchange 

§ Excellent employment and working conditions, in line with the EU Charter and Code for Researchers 

§ Broad definition of industry involvement: participation of businesses (including SMEs) and other 
socio-economic actors 

§ H2020 synergies with Excellent Science, societal challenges, industrial technologies, EIT 

§ Developing synergies with Erasmus for All programme 

§ Strong emphasis on outreach activities and communicating research

§ Reputation
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Priority 2: Industrial Leadership

§ Why?
§ Strategic investments in key technologies (e.g. 

advanced manufacturing, micro-electronics) 
underpin innovation across existing and emerging
sectors

§ Europe needs to attract more private investment
in research and innovation

§ Europe needs more innovative SMEs to create 
growth and jobs

§ How 
§ Top down approach for LEIT
§ Bottom up approach for SMEs
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Industrial Technologies

• Leadership in enabling and 
industrial technologies 
(LEIT):
• ICT; Nanotechnologies; 

Advanced Materials; 
Biotechnology; 
Advanced 
Manufacturing and 
Processing; Space

• Access to risk finance
• Leveraging private 

finance and venture 
capital for research and 
innovation

• Innovation in SMEs
• Fostering all forms of 

innovation in all types 
of SMEs
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Special attention is dedicated to SMEs (examples)



Priority 3: Societal Challenges

§ Why?
§ Europe is facing some challenges
§ Aged population
§ Urban areas
§ Smart mobility
§ Quality of life (e.g. poverty, food, etc.)
§ …

§ How 
§ Top down approach
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Societal Challenges

• Health, demographic 
change and  wellbeing

• Food security, sustainable  
agriculture, marine and 
maritime  research & the 
bioeconomy

• Secure, clean and efficient  
energy

• Smart, green and 
integrated  transport

• Climate action, 
environment,  resource 
efficiency and raw  
materials

• Inclusive, innovative and  
reflective societies

• Security society
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Is there anything focussed on SMEs?



Definition of SME
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SME dedicated Funding Program: EIC Accelerator Pilot (SME Instrument)

© Fabrizio Amarilli - May 2020



SME dedicated Funding Program: EIC Accelerator Pilot (SME Instrument)

• Since the start of the programme in 2014 the EIC Accelerator pilot has helped over 
4.400 companies get a head start in the race to the market. The programme offers 
up to € 2.5 million in funding, innovation coaching and business acceleration 
services.

• More than two-thirds of the companies have placed their product on the market, 
since they received support from the EIC pilot. 17 companies float on the stock 
exchange market, 33 have been acquired and a total of € 3 billion of extra private 
follow-up investment has been leveraged.

• Over 75% of the companies funded have increased their operating revenues. 
Companies have also grown in size as around 67% of them have increased their 
headcount since the grant.
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Pay attention to …
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SME Instrument (EIC Accelerator Pilot) funded projects

https://sme.easme-web.eu/
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And now?
Towards Horizon Europe



Steps towards the first Horizon Europe work  programme

Start of Horizon Europe

Summer  
2019

2020

Autumn-
winter  

2019/2020

Co-creation at Research & Innovation Days 24 – 26 September.  
Extensive exchanges with the new European Parliament.
Establishment of new Commission - envisaged endorsement  
of Strategic Plan

Early involvement and exchanges with Member States,  
consultation with stakeholders and the public at large  
Establishment of Mission Boards

2021

May 2019 │ Version 25

Drafting of first Horizon Europe Work Programme on the  
basis of the Strategic Plan

© Fabrizio Amarilli - May 2020



Our vision

May 2019 │ Version 25

A sustainable, fair and prosperous  
future for people and planet based on  
European values.

§ Tackling climate change
(35 % budgetary target)

§ Helping to achieve Sustainable  
Development Goals

§ Boosting the Union's
competitiveness and growth
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Horizon Europe: Preliminary structure

Widening Participation and Strengthening the European ResearchArea

Reforming and Enhancing the European R&I systemWidening participation and spreading excellence

Pillar 1
Excellent Science

European Research Council

Marie Skłodowska-Curie  
Actions

Research Infrastructures

Pillar 3
Innovative Europe

European Innovation Council

European innovation  
ecosystems

European Institute of  
Innovation

and Technology

Pillar 2
Global Challenges and  
European Industrial  
Competitiveness

• Health
• Culture, Creativity and  

Inclusive Society
• Civil Security for Society
• Digital, Industry and Space
• Climate, Energy and Mobility
• Food, Bioeconomy, Natural

Resources, Agriculture and
Environment

Joint Research Centre

Cl
us

te
rs
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R&I Missions

R&I Missions
Relating EU's research and innovation better  
to society and citizens' needs; with strong  
visibility and impact

Horizon Europe defines mission characteristics and elements of governance, and 5  
missions areas.
Specific missions will be programmed within the Global Challenges and
European Industrial Competitiveness pillar (drawing on inputs from other pillars)

May 2019 │ Version 25

A mission is a portfolio of actions across disciplines intended to achieve a  
bold and inspirational and measurable goal within a set timeframe,  
with impact for society and policy making as well as relevance for a  
significant part of the European population and wide range of European  
citizens.
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Mission  
areas

Adaptation to climate  
change, including societal  

transformation

Cancer

Healthy  
oceans,

seas,  
coastal  

and inland
waters

Soil health  
and food

Climate-neutral
and smart cities
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Some useful links

• European Commission Funding and Tenders Portal
– https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-

search;freeTextSearchKeyword=;typeCodes=0,1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;pro
gramCode=null;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cal
lCode=Default;sortQuery=submissionStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSe
archTablePageState

• Services supporting search for funding/calls
– https://euroalert.net/calls/all
– https://www.welcomeurope.com/understand-european-funds.html
– https://www.euresearch.ch/en/euresearch-services/we-inform/newsletter/archive/e-alerts/
– https://www.up2europe.eu/calls/?up=1&d=
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